Inner myometrial laceration causing a massive postpartum hemorrhage: a case report.
Postpartum hemorrhage has many well-established etiologies. It may also be secondary to an inner myometrial laceration, a less frequent and more difficult entity to diagnose. A 31-year-old, white woman, gravida 4, para 2012, at term underwent an uncomplicated spontaneous vaginal delivery. She gave birth to a 3,600-g female infant. An immediate massive postpartum hemorrhage ensued, unresponsive to medical therapy. No cervicovaginal lacerations or retained placental tissue was found. Uterine packing failed to control the bleeding. During laparotomy, exploration of the uterine cavity revealed a 4-cm, posterior and longitudinal inner myometrial laceration involving an actively bleeding large vessel. Repairing the laceration controlled the hemorrhage. Inner myometrial lacerations must be considered in the differential diagnosis of postpartum hemorrhage when all other commonly established causes have been excluded. During laparotomy and hysterotomy, evaluation and repair of an inner myometrial laceration controls the bleeding and avoids a hysterectomy.